
Dialogue
Punctuation

What Your Characters and Readers
Wish You Knew



Jeanette the Writer
Professional Editor, Creative Writer,

Recreational Mermaid 

Katie Chambers
Professional Editor, Organizational Wizard,

Devoted Mom



Our Goals

Common Vocab

Dialogue Situations



Why Care?
Many copyediting rules are flexible, but

dialogue rules are not

Using punctuation incorrectly risks pulling
the reader out of the story



Common Vocab
Terminal Punctuation

Dialogue Tag

Verb of Utterance

Action Beat



Punctuation
Comma 

Period

Em Dash

Ellipsis

Question Mark 

Exclamation Mark

Quotation Mark

Single Quote
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Sources
Chicago Manual of Style 

(18  Edition, 2024)th

The Chicago Guide to
Copyediting Fiction 
by Amy J. Schneider



Let’s Get to Examples!



Dialogue Alone

“I didn’t want to do that today.”

“But why did you do that?”

“Stop doing that!”



Dialogue Alone

“I didn’t want to do tha——”

“But why did you do that . . .”



Preceding Dialogue Tag

She said, “I didn’t want to do that today.”

She asked: “But why did you do that?”



Dialogue Tags After
“I didn’t want to do that today,” she said.

“I didn’t want to do that today,” Lauren said.

“But why did you do that?” she asked.

“Stop doing that!” Lauren shouted.



Dialogue Tag + Extra
“I didn’t want to do that today,” she said,

turning away from him.

“I didn’t want to do that today,” Lauren said

as she turned away.



Dialogue + Tag + Dilaogue

“I’m quite busy,” she said. “And I didn’t want

to do that today.”

“I wonder,” she said, “if it’s possible we could

not do that today?”



Dialogue + Action Beat
“I didn’t want to do that today.” She hit the

table with her fist.

She started crying. “But why did you do

that?”



Dialogue + Action + Dialogue
“I don’t understand.” She started crying.

“Why did you do that?”

“I didn’t”——she hit the table——“want to do
that today.” 

“I didn’t want to——” The door slammed at
that moment. “——do that.”



Quote Within A Quote
“At first, she said ‘I don’t understand’ and

started crying.”

“And then she said ‘I didn’t want to do that

today.’”



Multiple Paragraph Quotes

“. . . I won’t say it again. We’re going to do it

whether you like it or not.

“It isn’t up to you. I say what we do.”



Non Dialogue
Her body language screamed “I don’t want to

do that.”

“He would tell me ‘We’re going to do that’

even when I didn’t want to,” Rob said.



Stuttering

“B-b-but I didn’t wa-want to do th-that
today.”

“I——I——I don’t think I can do that”



Spoken Punctuation
“I don’t care if you quote unquote don’t

want to do that.”

“This is my girlfriend-slash-person-who-

doesn’t-like-to-do-that.”



Practice Time

www.jeanettethe
writer.com/
dialogue-

punctuation



Free Cheat Sheet



Self-Editing Resources

Blogs,
Newsletter,
Courses



Get In Touch
www.Jeanettethewriter.com

Jeanette@Jeanettethewriter.com
LinkedIn: Jeanette Smith

Beaconpointservices.org
KMChambers@beaconpointservices.org

LinkedIn: Katie Chambers



Thank You
Questions?


