Dialogue Punctuation Practice Worksheet

INDIVIDUAL SENTENCES
Using the dialogue punctuation rules you learned from Jeanette and Katie, correct the punctuation for these dialogue examples. A separate answer sheet is provided.

1. “We have to get out of here” said Marcus.
2. “Don’t touch that sword!” She yelled.
3. “If only… If only I had—” the prince stopped speaking.
4. “I don’t know” said Jenna “maybe it’s cursed.”
5. The detective leaned closer, “Where were you last night”?
6. “This isn’t fair.” cried the little girl.
7. “You can’t mean . . .,” whispered John, “it was her all along”?
8. “I thought you said” the pirate growled. “that you’d never betray me.”
9. “Well, isn’t this just delightful.” Said Aunt Margaret who frowned.
10. “Computer run diagnostics on the engine” the captain ordered.
11. “He’s lying. She whispered. He never left the city.”
12. “I just thought… maybe we could—” he paused, “never mind”.
13. “Stop right there”, shouted the guard, “Nobody move!”
14. “Are you sure we should go into the cave.” asked Tom.
15. “I was going to say . . .” she slapped the desk “no thank you”.
16. The witch smiled, “You think you can defeat me.”?
17. “I don’t know where she went but I swear I didn’t follow her”.
18. “Wait…you mean . . . you knew all along”?
19. “It’s just a scratch.” The knight insisted “I’ll be fine.”
20. “Please don’t—don’t leave me”. she begged.

LONGER SCENE
Using the dialogue punctuation rules from the presentation, work through this scene and edit what needs fixing.

Maya kicked the café chair out from under the table and dropped into it with a sigh. “You got here fast.”
“I was already downtown.” Alex said, setting his iced coffee down. “Figured I’d beat the morning crowd.”
“Well, congrats. You win the least chaotic award”—she rubbed her temples. “I . . . did not.”
Alex leaned forward: “Rough day already?”
“You could say that.” She fished around in her bag and pulled out a crumpled sheet of paper. “Mom sent this.”
“Oh no,” his hand went to his mouth, “Is it another one of her so-called opportunities?”
“Worse,” Maya smoothed the paper. “She wants me to come home for the weekend. ‘Family talk.’” She added.
Alex took a slow sip of his coffee. “Doesn’t that usually mean someone’s in trouble”?
“Exactly. And if it’s me they think is in trouble—again—” She cast her eyes down, holding in the tears that threatened to fall. 
He reached for the paper, but she held it back. “Hey”—he said softly—“you don’t have to go.”
“I know,” Maya sighed. “I just hate feeling like I’m disappointing them by living my own life.”
“You’re not disappointing anyone.” He paused, then added, “Okay, maybe Mom. But she’s disappointed when her latte isn’t hot enough.”
That earned a small laugh: “True.”

For questions or to review this worksheet, contact either Jeanette or Katie:
Jeanette@jeanettethewriter.com
kmchambers@beaconpointservices.org



